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This special issue commemorates the 90th anniversary 
(19252015) of Peking University’s School of Life Scienc-
es. As one of China’s centers for education and research in 
biological sciences, the school’s past 90 years have been 
eventful, ranging from times of prosperity to periods of war 
and chaos, with numerous outstanding students launching 
distinguished careers as educators and researchers in biolo-
gy and other disciplines, both within China and worldwide. 
Six articles have been contributed by representative for-
mer undergraduate Peking University life science students 
(as well as from Dr. Yu HongTao, who graduated from Pe-
king University School of Chemistry and Molecular Engi-
neering). The first article provides a brief review of the 
School’s history as seen by two alumni, Prof. Xu ZhiHong 
(who studied at the School from 1959 to 1965, served as 
Peking University’s president from 1999 to 2008) and Prof. 
Zhu ZuoYan (who studied at the School from 1959 to 1965, 
and is currently serving as the Editor General for both the 
Science China series and Science Bulletin) [1]. The next six 
articles cover a wide spectrum of biological science re-
search areas, including RNA modifications (contributed by 
the group led by Dr. Chen XueMei, who studied at the 
School from 1984 to 1988, and is a member of the US Na-
tional Academy of Sciences and an HHMI investigator at 
the University of California, Riverside) [2], innate immuni-
ty (contributed by the group led by Dr. Wu Hao [3], who 
studied at the School from 1982 to 1985, and is a member 
of the US National Academy of Sciences and the Asa and 
Patricia Springer Professor at the Harvard Medical School), 
lipid biology (contributed by Dr. Han Min, who studied at 
the School from 1978 to 1982, and is an HHMI investigator 
at the University of Colorado at Boulder) [4], synapse for-
mation and axon regeneration (contributed by Dr. Jin YiShi, 
who studied at the School from 1980 to 1984, and is an 
HHMI investigator at the University of California, San Di-
ego) [5], sister chromatid cohesion during the mitotic cell 
cycle (contributed by Dr. Yu HongTao, who studied at the 
Peking University School of Chemistry and Molecular En-
gineering from 1986 to 1990, and is an HHMI investigator 
at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center) 
[5], and functional genomics (contributed by Dr. Deng 
XingWang, who studied at the School from 1978 to 1982, 
and is a member of the US National Academy of Sciences 
and currently a professor at Peking University). 
I greatly appreciate the kind assistance of Professors Wu 
Hong (current Dean of the School), Rao Yi (former Dean of 
the School), Xu ZhiHong (former President of Peking Uni-
versity), Zhu ZuoYan (Editor General for both the Science 
China series and Science Bulletin), Han Min (an HHMI 
investigator at the University of Colorado at Boulder), 
Wang ShiQiang (a vice Dean of the School), and Tom Kel-
lie (of the University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences) 
as well as all the authors who contributed to this Science 
China Life Sciences special issue. 
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